Writing and Speaking Bio (short)
David LaMotte’s dense speaking and workshop calendar has included presenting at the PC(USA) Mission to the United Nations, offering the baccalaureate for Columbia Seminary, and keynoting peace conferences in India, Australia, Germany, and at the Scottish Parliament. His TEDx talk on what music can teach us about peacemaking is featured on TED.org.
LaMotte suspended his established music career at its peak in 2008 to pursue his other primary vocation by accepting a Rotary World Peace Fellowship to obtain a master’s degree in International Relations, Peace and Conflict Resolution at the University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia, doing field work in Andhra Pradesh, India.
David has published three books, including two illustrated children’s books. A new edition of his most recent book, Worldchanging 101: Challenging the Myth of Powerlessness, will be reissued in 2023 in a new edition by Chalice Press, under the new title of You Are Changing the World Whether You Like It Or Not. 
David is the co-founder of PEG Partners, a non-profit organization that supports mentoring, education, and artistic expression in Guatemala. He is also a consultant on Peace and Justice for the North Carolina Council of Churches, and served two terms as Clerk of the AFSC Nobel Peace Prize Nominating Task Group.
He is currently touring with music and speaking events, hosting a digital community on Patreon.com, writing songs, developing a new podcast, and writing his next book, tentatively titled, "Harmony: What Music Can Teach Us About Peacemaking in a Troubled Time."


Writing and Speaking Bio (longer)
David LaMotte’s dense speaking and workshop calendar has included presenting at the PC(USA) Mission to the United Nations, offering the baccalaureate for Columbia Seminary, and keynoting peace conferences in India, Australia, Germany and at the Scottish Parliament. His TEDx talk on what music can teach us about peacemaking is featured on TED.org
LaMotte suspended his established music career at its peak in 2008 to pursue his other primary vocation by accepting a Rotary World Peace Fellowship to obtain a master’s degree in International Relations, Peace and Conflict Resolution at the University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia. As part of that study, he also spent time in rural Andhra Pradesh, India working with a Gandhian development organization.
David has published three books, including two illustrated children’s books. The first is based on his award-winning children’s song SS Bathtub . The second, White Flour, is a parable on creative nonviolence, based on the true story of an effective, and whimsical response to a Ku Klux Klan march in Knoxville, Tennessee by a group called the Coup Clutz Clowns. 
His most recent book, Worldchanging 101: Challenging the Myth of Powerlessness, has been used as a textbook in universities across the United States and in Australia. A new edition of that book will be reissued in 2023 in a new edition by Chalice Press, under the new title of You Are Changing the World Whether You Like It Or Not, with a forward by Brian McLaren. After reading the book, Richard Rohr wrote, “David LaMotte is a very good partner in this important work, both for our world and for the human soul.”
In 2004, David and his wife Deanna founded PEG Partners, a non-profit organization that supports mentoring, education, and artistic expression in Guatemala. He is also a consultant on Peace and Justice for the North Carolina Council of Churches, and served as Clerk the AFSC Nobel Peace Prize Nominating Task Group.
LaMotte is also the creator of Let's Be Neighbors, a banner campaign based on a sign he created to hang on his house, and rooted in the idea that we seldom reject each other into making more compassionate decisions. Let's Be Neighbors banners and signs are now hanging across the United States, including a large one on Abraham Lincoln's church in Springfield, Illinois.
As a result of his work with schools in Guatemala, he was named a “Madison World Changer” by his undergraduate alma mater, James Madison University, and in 2019, he was awarded an E-chievement Award by the syndicated radio show E-town. David makes his home in Black Mountain, North Carolina, with his wife Deanna and son Mason. He is currently touring with music and speaking events, hosting a digital community on Patreon.com, writing songs, developing a new podcast, and writing his next book, tentatively titled, "Harmony: What Music Can Teach Us About Peacemaking in a Troubled Time."

